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Background

Hollow seepage pits, cesspools and  
deteriorated septic tanks = potential hazard. 

Following a local tragedy, EHS formed a 
working group to develop standards for theworking group to develop standards for the 
repair/maintenance of septic tank systems.
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Ordinance written as a result of workgroup 
efforts, adopted by Santa Barbara County Board 
of Supervisors in April 1999.

Main Elements of Ordinance:      

• Requires inspections and written reports to EHS 
• Prohibits use of hollow seepage pits, cesspools
• Requires that “qualified inspectors” perform OWTS inspections
• Defines system failure
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Program ElementsProgram Elements

• Pumping is voluntaryPumping is voluntary
• Report on standard form to owner & EHS 

within 30 dayswithin 30 days
• Gen Fund supported
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Upon servicing, tank is inspected by a qualified inspector with 
itt t t d d f t EHSwritten report on standard form to EHS.
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Qualified Inspector means a contractor 
holding a license classification from the 
California State License Board for: 

• Plumbing (C-36)
• Sanitation System (C-42Sanitation System (C 42
• General Engineering Contractor (A) or
• An individual who has satisfactorily 

l t d it t t tcompleted an on-site sewage treatment 
system inspection and certification program 
approved by the Administrative Authority.
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Deficiencies:Deficiencies:  

* M j bl* Major problems 
* Minor problems
* Recommendations to correct minor  

deficiencies
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Major Violations include:j
* Severely damaged or deteriorated tank 
* Unfilled seepage pit U ed seepage p t
* Cesspool (permeable sides and bottom)
* Failed disposal field with surfaceFailed disposal field with surface 

discharge
* System constructed, modified orSystem constructed, modified or 

abandoned w/o permit
* Graywater discharge to ground
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Minor deficiencies requiring correction include:q g
* Access ports >24 in. below grade
* Deteriorated access lidsete o ated access ds
* Deteriorated top of tank
* Deteriorated baffle wallDeteriorated baffle wall
* Inadequate access to both 

compartmentscompartments
* Other
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Minor deficiencies with recommendationsMinor deficiencies with recommendations 
to correct include:
* Liquid higher than outletLiquid higher than outlet
* Tank constructed of metal or wood
* Inadequate tank capacity
* Missing tee(s)
* Other
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Inspection results entered into Envision p
database
* Each parcel with an OWTS is given an 

ID number (ON #)
* Inspections are entered using Daily 

Activity screen and linked to the parcel 
ID#

* C d f t d d fi i i l* Codes for any noted deficiencies are also 
entered and linked to the parcel ID#I
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Deficiencies noted in inspection reports 
result in appropriate notice sent to pp p
property owner. 

• Notice to Correct
• Notice of Deficiency
• Recommendation to Correct
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Program Overview 
• Program is voluntary in that maintenance is 

not required at a predetermined frequency.  
All OWTS require maintenance at some point, OW S equ e a te a ce at so e po t,
so repairs will be made and data collected in a 
more passive manner.  

• A survey completed in 2003 estimated that• A survey completed in 2003 estimated that 
there are approx 10,000 septic systems in use 
in S.B.County.

• Since its inception, EHS has received, 
reviewed and logged >8,600 OWTS 
inspection reports.
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Program Results
• 320 unfilled seepage pits or cesspools have been 

located, modified & filled.
• 240 systems that were found to be in a state of failure,240 systems that were found to be in a state of failure, 

discharging effluent to the ground surface, were 
repaired or abandoned.

• 260 septic tanks that were severely damaged or• 260 septic tanks that were severely damaged or 
deteriorated were replaced.

• 1,500 septic tanks with varying degrees of 
d i i i ddeterioration were repaired.

• 1,400 system disposal fields were found to not be 
adequately absorbing effluent
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OWTS INSPECTION REPORTS
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TOTAL NOTICES SENT
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NOTICES TO CORRECT
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NOTICES OF DEFICIENCY
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO CORRECT
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Voluntary Maintenance Program has been                
f l l l lsuccessful on several levels:

* Removing or repairing numerous unsafe or failing 
systems.

* Educating property owners on the need for routine 
maintenance of their OWTS.

* Use of qualified inspectors provides reasonable q p p
assurance of minimal inspector skill level.

* Interest from other jurisdictions, including the 
CCRWQCB interested in implementing similar Q p g
programs. 
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QuestionsQuestions
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